Organized Hamlet of Day’s Beach				Agenda item 6

Maintenance Report							


Projects - Completed since the 2025 Annual Meeting.  

Project: 		Fire Prevention clean-up – Area #1 Roadside Bush
Project leads: 		Howard Kirby and Chris Sarsons
Project Status: 	Completed

During fall 2025 and spring 2026 Key’s Enterprises Ltd worked for 5 days clearing deadfall. The cost of the work was approximately $14,000. 

When the trees were pulled out of the bush they were put into the chipper and the mulch was blown into the trees.  The mulch will cover and kill the existing grass and weeds and hold dampness.   We estimate that the trees we cleared would have required 50 truck loads if we had decided to haul them to the dump. 

The Maintenance Committee was very pleased with the work done by Key’s.  

Projects - Ongoing

Project: 		Lakeview Ave – Tree trimming
Project leads: 		Howard Kirby and Chris Sarsons
Project Status: 	Planned

We did not trim the trees along Lakeview Avenue in 2025 but are planning to do it sometime in July 2026.  This trimming is considered general maintenance and is necessary to ensure the road is wide enough for grading and snow clearing.  We encourage all property owners to trim the trees on their property especially if they want their trees trimmed in a specific way.  The hamlet now owns a pole saw and a chain saw so we expect a group of volunteers should be able to complete the work in an afternoon.  Please provide your name and number if you are interested in volunteering and we will contact you when we know when we will be working.  

Project: 		Pumphouse – Decommission Wet Well
Project leads: 		Howard Kirby and Chris Sarsons
Project Status: 	Planned

The Pumphouse at the north end of Day’s Beach has a wet well that hasn’t been used since the Interlake waterline was installed.  The well is covered but the Maintenance Committee and your Board want it to be permanently decommissioned for safety reasons.   To decommission the well we need to fill it with a load of gravel/crushed rock.  The work will have to be done manually and we will either call for volunteers to help or hire some manual labours.  Total cost is expected to be less than $1,000.  

Project: 		Fire Prevention clean-up
Project leads: 		Howard Kirby and Chris Sarsons
Project Status: 	Underway

In 2025 we presented a Fire prevention clean-up project.  The project was split into 3 areas.  Work in Area #1 has been completed (included above in completed projects), Area #2 will be started this year and Area #3 will require work annually so has been moved into the reminder section of the report.

Area #2 - Long grass and lightly treed areas within or adjacent to the Hamlet

1. Identify areas that need to be cleaned up
2. Get permission from the landowners to clear grass and deadfall from their land
3. Develop a plan for the work to be done and estimate the cost of the work 
a. Consider requiring the landowners to pay for the work - as the work benefits the hamlet more than the landowners they may decide not to have the work done unless the hamlet pays for it
4. Clear the areas with the RM’s mulcher 
5. Maintain the areas with the Tractor’s mower or Kuboda mower

Project scoping is still incomplete, we will provide an update at the Annual General Meeting if there is any new information.


General Information/Reminders

Fire carts 
The fire carts donated by Sharon and Howard Kirby were positioned in June.  You can find them close to #10 and #65 Lakeview Avenue.  We plan to hold an information/training session in July so interested residents can learn how to use this fire suppression equipment.


Gopher Control
The MC applied gopher bait early this spring all along Lakeview Ave from the Maintenance Shed along Day Road North (on both sides). We are mindful of the effect of such bait on wildlife, pets and others.  The bait was applied down the hole in the early spring when new green shoots had not yet appeared.  This appeared to have significant effect on numbers.  

Update on use of Strychnine poison: while Strychnine is now available for use in Canada the conditions attached to its use will prevent the OHDB from being able to use it. 


Fire prevention - Lakeside lots (Area #3)
It is the property owner’s responsibility to manage the trees and associated fire risk on their lots.  We encourage all owners to do their best to keep their properties clear of deadfall and other fire ‘fuel’ to reduce the risk of a fire. 

Water Line
This a reminder to all residents that all waterline leaks must be reported to both to a member of the Board of the OHDB and to Interlake Regional Water Board (“IRWB”), the Interlake Plant Operator.  Only contractors approved by the IRWB may work on the water supply system.  As a general rule, the OHDB is responsible for the costs of repairing waterline leaks up to and including the curbstop and lot owners are responsible for the costs of any repairs from the curbstop to the cottage.  Leaks can occur within the legal boundaries of your lot, on the municipal reserve and on the road adjacent to your lot.  We encourage all property owners, both seasonal and year-round water service, to know where their curb stop is located in the event that there is an emergency that requires the water to be turned off.  


It is in the best interests of all residents of Day’s Beach to reduce the amount of water loss through leaks and breaks.  Water loss can be actively reduced through the identification of waterline leaks.  Leak detection is difficult and may not always be evident.  Visual signs of underground leaks:
· unusual wet spots or water pooling on the ground surface… especially if the surrounding ground is dry;
· an area that becomes green, mouldy or soft surrounded by drier conditions;
· a notable drop in water pressure;
· water pressure is too low to pop-up sprinkler heads;
· sink holes or wet potholes forming;
· unexplained sudden rise in water usage or water usage continuously climbs over several billing periods

Should a possible leak be detected, contact a member of the executive of the OHDB or a member of the maintenance committee so an inspection can be done to determine the nature of the leak and what needs to be done.  If a representative of the OHDB cannot be reached contact Barry Kulyk, Interlake Plant Manager, 306-230-6744/ interlakewater@sasktel.net.
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